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SUBJECT: FRENCH CONSIDERATION OF COMMODITY PROBLEMS 
REF: LONDON 235 

1. IN PARA 4 REFTEL FRENCH REP (GALLOT) AT INTERNATIONAL 
COFFEE COUNCIL WORKING GROUP MEETING, IN CONTEXT 
OF DISCUSSION OF INDEXING TO MAINTAIN REAL PRICES OF 
COFFEE, DECLINED TO STATE FRENCH POSITION. EXPLANATION WAS 
THAT PRESIDENT OF FRANCE WOULD CONSIDER COMMODITY 
PROBLEMS SOMETIME IN JANUARY AND REP COULD NOT ANTICIPATE 
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2. FOR PARIS: WOULD APPRECIATE ANY CLARIFICATIION OR 
INFORMATION EMBASSY CAN DEVELOP ON FRENCH CONSIDERATION OF 
COMMODITY PROBLEMS AND IMPLICATIONS IT MIGHT HAVE FOR 
FRENCH COMMODITY POLICY. UNCTAD COMMITTEE ON COMMODITIES 
IS MEETING IN FEB URARY AND OECD TCWP IS MEETING IANUARY 23 
TO COORDINATE GROUP B POSITION FOR UNCTAD MEETING. 

PRINCIPAL ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED AT BOTH MEETINGS ARE 
INDEXATION AND AN UNCTAD PROPOSAL FOR AN INTEGRATED 
COMMODITY PROGRAM.AND WE WOULD LIKE TO BE AWARE OF THE 
IMPLICATIONS OF FRENCH COMMODITY PROBLEM REVIEW ON FRENCH 
POSITION ON THESE ISSUES. KISSINGER 
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